
 
 

ZIM.347.201.01 
INSTALLATION OF THE ZIM’S 

356C REPLACEMENT COUPLER 
We have re-designed our 356C steering coupler after 15 years of the previous design. 

Our NEW DESIGN coupler utilizes a 911 style center damping device which is a better 

looking as well as better working product. 

 

  

1. Remove cover plate over the steering box. 

2. On the steering shaft mark a spot one inch (1”) from the end of the steering 

column, as it protrudes through the sheet metal. This is very important since it 

will assist you in repositioning the steering column and keeping the horn 

operational during reassembly.  

3. Remove the bolt that holds the clamp to the steering column. A new one is 

provided in the kit with a Nylock nut. Mark the slot in the flange with a 

permanent marker. This will keep the steering wheel straight as you assemble the 

column. 

4. Turn the steering wheel (either way) until it stops. This will lock the steering box 

at the end of the travel.  Keep turning the wheel to loosen the shaft from the 

flange. Gently keep twisting and pull the steering wheel toward you until it comes 

loose. Penetrating oil may help. Spreading the split in the flange with a chisel 

inserted sideways will loosen things up. In extreme cases heat may be necessary. 

5. Remove the old coupler. It will take a Six (6)mm Allen wrench and a box end 

wrench. There are 4 bolts. 

6. Replace the coupler and ground wire. Bolts are provided with washers to place 

between the bolt head and ground wire. The ground wire must go between two (2) 

adjacent bolts. The distance between the flanges should be approximately thirty 

three (34-35) mm. When installing the new coupler, the steering shaft flange 

should be ninety (90) degrees from the flange on the steering box.  The washers 

should go under the bolt heads, the nuts with washers on top of the flanges. We 

have pre-assembled the unit for you. When completed the bolts should extend 

past the nylon portion of the locknut. 



7. Tighten the bolts to fifteen (15) ft. lbs.    

8. Relocate the cut in the steering column to the notch cut in the flange. Make sure 

the clamp is installed. Press the steering column into the coupler until your mark 

is one (1) inch from the steering tube. Use the new bolt and tighten it to fifteen 

(15) ft. lbs.   

9. Try the horn to see if it works. If it does not work, the column will probably have 

to be moved forward. If the steering wheel rubs on the housing, then the column 

needs to be lengthened by moving it rearward. 

10. Recheck the bolt through the clamp to make sure it is tight.  Turn the steering 

wheel until it stops. It should not turn. If it does recheck the clamp. 

11. Check the steering box to make sure it is full of lube and replace the cover. 
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